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"REASONS . 


Humbly offer d to the Honourable Houle of Cont 
againſt a Duty intended to be laid upon Silks, Manufac- 


tured, Printed, or Stained, as far as it concerns Hand- 


- kerchiefs, 


INC E the wearing India Silks and Callicoes Printed or 
Cc Stained {whereof Handkerchiefs were a confiderable part) 
nas been reſtrained by an Act, made in the 11th Year of King 

William the Third, Intituled an Act for the more effetFual employing the 
Poor, by encouraging the Manufactures of this Kingdom , Kc. The Ar- 
ticle of Handkerchiefs has been greatly improvd, and at length ren- 
dred ſo good and cheap, that great Quantities have been, and dai 

ly are exported to Her Majeſty's Dominions Abroad ; which wie 
the Home Conſumption employs many Thouſands of Her Ma- 

_ jeſty's Subjects, whote Dependance is wholly upon winding, weav- 
ing, and ſtaining this Manufacture. 

There is ground to believe ſome unfair Traders did, about three 

Fears fince, import large Quantities of Stained Handkerchiefs from 
Holland, in ſmall Parcels, thereby defrauding Her Majeſty of Her 
Cuſtoms, and injuring the Trade at Home : and yet by Induſtry 
and great Expence, the ſame Commodity has been fince made here 
to an higher Perfection than thoſe imported, and at ſo eaſie a Rate, 
as in great Meaſure to put a ſtop to that clandeſtine Trade. 

However, ſhould any Duty be laid upon the r manu- 
factured here, the Makers, who now ſell for very ſmall Profit, would 
be inevitably forced to defift, after they have brought it to ſuch Per- 
fection, as to ſupply at Home, and in ſeveral places Abroad, the vaſt 
Quantities formerly imported from India, Perſia, and other Ports be- 
yond the Seas. The Conſequence whereof would be the utter Ruin 
of many Thouſands of poor Work-men, and their Families. 

Nor will the Miſchief reſt here, but tis to be feared it may cauſe 
the withdrawing of divers Perſons employed 1n Printing and Stain- 

ing, to Holland or elſewhere,and to have the Commodity clandeſtinely 
Ii imported into G RE A T BRITAI N, to the Prejudice of Her 
£ Majeſties Cuſtomes, as well as to the Ruin of Her poor induſtrious 
Subjects, and the total Loſs of a Manufacture ſo confiderably ad- 
vanc'd, and to which we were heretofore Strangers. 

It may be further obſerved, that the Manufactured Silks uſed in 
this Commodity employ the poor upon their Importation, as the 
Woollen Manufactures do upon their Exportatton ; beſides that great 

1 Part of the Silk, ſo uſed, is the Return of our Woollen Manufac- 
== ture. 
All which is humbly Iy ſubmitted to the C ſl deration of this —— 
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